BEAUTY   SPOTS   OF   XBAVANCOB1            xv
Ashtavaidyas of Malabar belong to Kottayam. Kumaranallur, a strong hold of the Eambutiries and the famous Ettumanur temple are within three and seven miles respectively* Kottayam is situated on the banks of the Minachil river, and is claimed to be the place where the first English school in the State was established. The town is supplied with electricity,
Kovalam, lies about 10 miles from Trivandrum with which it is connected by a continuous line of vivid beautiful landscape. It affords the finest sea-bathing of any place in India on account of its natural situation. A rocky headland jutting into the waves secures the bather complete safety even when the sea is rough. An up-to-date bathing ghat has been recently provided. There is also a nicely constructed building for changing dress after a bath* The sea-view from the headland is enthralling. " See Naples and die9* may without exaggeration be applied to this delightful and perennially fresh little bay on the Trivandrum coast.
Padmanabhaptiram was once tbe capital of the State and the residence of the Royal Family. It is about a mile to the north west of the Udayagiri Fort and a mile from Thuckalay. The old palaces are in an excellent state of preservation and not only present remarkable specimens of architecture but also contain mural paintings dating back to the 15th century, and in almost all their original freshness of delineation. They form a valuable treasure and a distinct contribution to the artistic heritage of India. The Palace is now preserved as an ancient monument and attracts numerous visitors- An Archaeological Musuem has been recently opened there. The Fort within which the Palace stands "has an area of 156 acres. The Palace tower has a very old clock made by a local smith. Its workmanship, though primitive, is remarkable and it still keeps accurate time and is considered one of the oldest in India, The elaborate carvings in stone pillars and in wood on the ceiling of the Council Hall should not be missed.
Quilon, the. State's second sea-port town, is celebrated in history for its trade in spices. In the palmy days of the spice trade, it seems to have been a Qity of palaces as is evidenced by